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York Alum Receives CUNY’s First “Decade 

of Science” Award  

Back in 2005 CUNY 

Chancellor Matthew 
Goldstein declared that 
the next 10 years would 
be known as the 
“Decade of Science.” 
And in February 2012 he 
presented a York Col-
lege alum with the first, 
“Decade of Science 
Award.” 

At the CUNY Lunch-

eon, held in Albany dur-
ing the Black, Puerto 
Rican, Hispanic and 
Asian Caucus Weekend, 
Chancellor Goldstein 
presented the award to 
Yisa Rumala, of York’s 
Class of 2006. 

Rumala who majored 
in Physics and Mathe-
matics at York, also 
earned the M.S. in Elec-

cont.’d on p.12 

Spring Convocation Addresses 

“Pathways” and Student Success  

Spring Convocation at 

York this year was guid-
ed by the theme 
“Engaging, Enhancing, 
Empowering our Educa-
tional Enterprise.”  The 
Convocation officially 
opened the semester 
with a cadre of faculty 
and administrators in 
attendance and partici-
pating. 

President Marcia V. 
Keizs opened the event 
with encouraging news. 

“We met and sur-
passed our enrollment 
goals by one percent,” 
s a i d  D r .  K e i z s .  
“Students are [also] now 
participating more fully 

[in college life] as they 
are full-time.” 

The president added 
that budget constraints 
are still a concern for 
York, but she was de-
lighted to report that 
Physician Assistant, 
Nursing and Clinical 
Laboratory Science re-

cently received re-
accreditation. 

Provost Ivelaw L. 
Gr i f f i th  d i scussed 
“education imperatives” 
transfer students and the 
college to college dispar-
ity in General Education 
(Gen Ed) design. 

“It contributes to 
stumbling blocks for our 
students,” said Dr. Grif-
fith.  “A Pathways com-
mon core will not dilute 
Gen Ed.  There will be 
no diminution of quali-
ty.” 

According to a recent 
report from the Path-
ways to Degree Comple-

cont.’d on p.14 

Students and administrators 

during their skit at Spring 

Convocation - (Picture by Clloyd Smith) 

Yisa Rumala (ctr.) with York 

College President Marcia V. 

Keizs and CUNY Executive 

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  J a y 

Hershenson 
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York and his parents 
wanted their younger 
son to attend college 
where another member 
of the family could look 
out for the then-16 year-
old. 

He soon found him-
self under the mentor-
ship of Dr. Farley Maw-
yer, one of York’s out-
standing Mathematics 
professors, who nurtured 
the young scholar along 
with Physics professor 
Gregory Boutis, among 
others. 

“He was my first offi-
cial mentor,” said Ruma-
la of Professor Mawyer.  
“I enjoyed the re-
search ... solving mathe-
matics problems and his 
great mentorship.” 

In the packed room of 
CUNY officials, state 
and city legislators, stu-
dents, faculty, staff and 
his highly-accomplished 
family, Rumala thanked 
York and CUNY for the 
outstanding opportuni-
ties he had as a York 
student and for the 
homecoming honor. 

President Keizs was 
delighted. 

“This is a signal hon-
or, receiving the first 
Decade of Science 
Award,” said Dr. Marcia 
V. Keizs, president of 
York College.  “Yisa is 
indeed a worthy candi-
date as his presentation 
evidenced. It is a great 
day for York.” 

and applied research 
such as studying atomic 
and molecular structures, 
trapping particles or at-
oms to study their rota-
tion dynamics … and 
could in the long run 
enable new technologies 
for sensing toxic chemi-
cals in the air, optical 
metrology, building gy-
roscopes to measure ro-
tation, quantum infor-
mation and more. 

 “I want to make an 
impact on society in sci-
ence, health and educa-
tion,” said Rumala.  I 
was born in Brooklyn, 
but my parents sent me 
to [their homeland] Ni-
geria so I could learn the 
native culture, values 
and language.  I learnt 
how to elevate my mind 
above all hardships.” 

 In Nigeria, where 
Rumala lived with mem-
bers of the extended 
family, he was required 
to help with farming du-
ties.  It was there that he 
learnt to respect physical 
labor and the rewards of 
seeds literally coming to 
fruition from that labor, 
to nourish family, com-
munity and nation.  His 
research made for an 
engaging presentation in 
Albany. 

After completing his 
high school education in 
Nigeria, Rumala’s par-
ents brought him back to 
New York to attend col-
lege.  His older brother 
was already a student at 

trical Engineering on the 
way to the Ph.D. in Ap-
plied Physics [both] at 
the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor.  He has 
attended the university 
on a National Science 
Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship, 
University of Michigan 
Rackham Merit Fellow-
ship, and University of 
Michigan Applied Phys-
ics Fellowship obtained 
while still at York; 

His presentation at 
the luncheon, “From 
Brooklyn and the Farm 
to Optical Tornadoes: 
My Path Through the 
STEM Disciplines,” 
highlights some of his 
dissertation work in opti-
cal and atomic physics. 
He will defend his dis-
sertation this spring. 

“My dissertation re-
search work is on Light 
Beams which possess 
orbital angular momen-
tum,” Rumala explained. 
“The reason wind torna-
does revolve around is 
because they have or-
bital angular momentum. 
By using light's orbital 
angular momentum that, 
is the tornado-like prop-
erties of light, optical 
structures with differ-
ent geometries and dy-
namic properties can be 
obtained.” 

Rumala created all 
these structures experi-
mentally in the laborato-
ry.  They can then be 
used for fundamental 

cont.’d on p.13 
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CUNY Chancellor Goldstein 

(l.) introducing Yisa Rumala 

(ctr.).  Looking on, Execu-

tive Vice-Chancellor Jay 

Hershenson (seated, right). 
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President Keizs added 
that having the Chancel-
lor introduce the honoree 

“brought distinction to 
the moment.” 

cont.’d from p.12 

CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein greeting the 

father of Mr. Yisa Rumala, who recently received 

the first CUNY “Decade of Science Award.” 




